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Migration keeps the EU
population growing

During 2000, the EU population increased by slightly more than one million.
This growth was mainly due to the net inflow of international migrants (680
thousand) ' Natural growth (births minus deaths) contributed only about one
third to the total growth (372 thousand). However, compared to 1999, net
migration decreased in 2000 while natural growth increased. The latter
development is both due to more births (1.0 per cent) and fewer deaths (-1.9
per cent). If there has been any ‘millennium effect’ on births, it is particularly
noticeable for France, Italy, Portugal and the Netherlands (all had an increase
of over 3 per cent).

As shown in Figure 1, population growth slowed in the years from 1992 to
1997. However this process came to an end in 1997 and appears to reverse
from then on.
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Figure 1: Population growth in the EU, 1990-2000

Most migrants went to Italy, the UK and Germany

In absolute numbers, net migration in 2000 was highest in Italy, followed by
the United Kingdom and Germany (Table 1). Together, these countries
account for more than 60 per cent of the total net migration of the EU. None of
the countries show a negative net migration. The lowest absolute levels can
be found in Finland and Luxembourg. Without international migration,
Germany, Greece, Italy and Sweden would have experienced a population
loss.

Measured in relative numbers, per thousand of the population, the picture
looks rather different. Then, net migration in 2000 was highest in Luxembourg,
followed by Ireland. In addition to a relatively high natural growth, these
countries also show the strongest total population increase in the EU. The
lowest net migration levels, less than one per thousand of the population,
were reported by Finland, Spain and France. As a result of a significant
negative natural growth and a modest positive migration surplus, the total
population increase per thousand of the population in 2000 was smallest in
Germany.

! Net migration in Figures 1-2 and in Table 1 has been calculated as the difference between the
total population on 1 January and 31 December of the same year minus the difference between
births and deaths during that year. Immigration, emigration and net migration in the Figures 3, 4
and 5 refer to specific migration sources/statistics. Due to the use of different definitions Figures
1-2 and Table 1 on the one hand and Figures 3-5 on the other hand are not fully comparable.



Table 1: Population growth per EU-country, 2000

Population Natural Net Total Population Natural Net Total
1.1.2000 increase migration increase 1.1.2001 increase migration increase
x 1,000 per 1,000 population
EU-15 376 455.2 372.4 680.4 1052.8 377 507.9 1.0 1.8 2.8
Belgium 10 239.1 10.9 12.1 231 10 262.2 1.1 1.2 2.3
Denmark 5330.0 9.0 10.1 19.2 5349.2 1.7 1.9 3.6
Germany 82 163.5 -76.2 105.3 291 82 192.6 -0.9 1.3 0.4
Greece 10542.8 -2.0 23.9 21.9 10 564.7 -0.2 23 21
Spain 394417 27.2 20.8 48.0 39 489.6 0.7 0.5 1.2
France 59 225.7 240.6 55.0 295.6 59 521.3 4.1 0.9 5.0
Ireland 3776.6 231 20.0 43.1 3819.7 6.1 5.3 11.4
Italy 57 679.9 -17.2 181.3 164.1 57 844.0 -0.3 3.1 2.8
Luxembourg 435.7 2.0 3.6 5.6 441.3 4.5 8.3 12.9
Netherlands 15 864.0 66.1 53.1 119.2 15983.1 4.2 3.3 7.5
Austria 8102.6 1.5 17.3 18.8 8121.3 0.2 21 2.3
Portugal 9997.6 14.3 11.0 25.3 10 022.8 1.4 1.1 25
Finland 5171.3 7.4 24 9.8 5181.1 1.4 0.5 1.9
Sweden 8861.4 -3.0 244 214 8882.8 -0.3 2.8 24
United Kingdom 59 623.4 68.7 140.0 208.7 59 832.1 1.2 23 3.5

No uniform migration trends within the EU

Comparing 2000 with the 1990s, it appears that annual
net migration per thousand EU-inhabitants in 2000 is
lower than in the first half of the decade but equals the
average level of the second half (see Figure 2).
However, there are remarkable differences between
countries in this respect. For example, in Germany, net
migration per thousand population fell by 80 per cent
(from 7.0 via 2.5 to 1.3). Countries with a strong
decrease in net migration per thousand in the second

half of the 1990s followed by some recovery in 2000 are
Austria, Sweden, Greece and France. On the other
hand, the negative migration surplus in the first half of
the 1990s in Ireland and Portugal significantly reversed
during the second half of the decade. Apart from
Luxembourg, Ireland became the EU-country with the
highest net migration per thousand of the population in
2000.

Most immigrants are non-EU nationals

Figure 3 provides a picture of the composition of
immigration flows by broad groups of citizenship:
nationals, other EU-nationals and non-EU nationals.
The same is done in Figure 4 with regard to emigration.
As not all EU-countries are able to provide these data, a
complete overview is not possible.

For most of the countries considered (9 out of 12), non-
EU nationals are the most numerous group in the
immigration flows. In five countries more than half of the

total number of immigrants are non-EU nationals, with
Italy on top (71 per cent), followed by Austria (66),
Germany (57), Sweden (56), and the Netherlands (52).
The percentage of nationals in the immigration flows
varies from 8 in Luxembourg to 53 in Ireland. Not
unexpected but nevertheless striking is the high
percentage of other EU-nationals entering Luxembourg
(69) and Belgium (44). The lowest shares of other EU-
nationals in the immigration flows can be observed for
Italy (8 per cent) and Denmark (13 per cent).

Generally more nationals in emigration flows

Obviously, the presence of nationals in the emigration
flows is more prominent than in the immigration flows.
Germany is the only exception to this rule. For Finland
and ltaly, the percentage of nationals in the emigration
flows is greater than 80; for the Netherlands, Denmark
and Sweden more than 60. Here too, Luxembourg and
Belgium clearly differ from the other countries as
regards the share of other EU-nationals (more than 70
per cent for Luxembourg and more than 40 for
Belgium). Finally, the emigration flows of Germany and
Austria are characterized by high shares of non-EU
nationals.

Figure 5, which is based on data available, shows net
migration for main citizenship groups, measured in
absolute numbers. In the majority of the countries
considered (eight out of ten) the international migration
of nationals leads to a negative balance, while for other
EU-nationals and non-EU nationals a positive balance
results. Together these flows add up to a positive net
migration. For Germany the picture is different: a
positive surplus of national migrants and a negative
surplus of other EU-nationals. Luxembourg is the only
country which experienced positive migration for all
broad citizenship groups.
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Figure 2: Net migration per 1,000 of the population per
EU-country, 1990/1994, 1995/1999 and 2000
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Figure 4: Emigration by broad groups of citizenship per
EU-country (total=100%)*
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Figure 3: Immigration by broad groups of citizenship per
EU-country (total=100%)*
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Figure 5: Net migration by broad groups of citizenship per
EU-country (x 1,000)*
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Further information:

> Databases

New Cronos, Domain MIGRAT

To obtain information or to order publications, databases and special sets of data, please contact the Data Shop network:

BELGIQUE/BELGIE DANMARK DEUTSCHLAND ESPANA FRANCE ITALIA - Roma
Eurostat Data Shop DANMARKS STATISTIK STATISTISCHES BUNDESAMT INE Eurostat Data Shop INSEE Info Service ISTAT
Bruxelles/Brussel Bibliotek og Information Eurostat Data Shop Berlin Paseo de la Castellana, 183 Eurostat Data Shop Centro di Informazione Statistica
Planistat Belgique Eurostat Data Shop Otto-Braun-Strake 70-72 Oficina 011 195, rue de Bercy Sede di Roma, Eurostat Data Shop
Rue du Commerce 124 Sejrogade 11 (Eingang: Karl-Marx-Allee) Entrada por Estébanez Calderon Tour Gamma A Via Cesare Balbo, 11a
Handelsstraat 124 DK-2100 KGBENHAVN @ D-10178 BERLIN E-28046 MADRID F-75582 PARIS CEDEX 12 1-00184 ROMA

B-1000 BRUXELLES / BRUSSEL
Tel. (32-2) 234 67 50

Fax (32-2) 234 67 51

E-mail: datashop@planistat.be

URL: http://www.datashop.org/

TIf. (45) 39 17 30 30
Fax (45) 3917 30 03

E-mail: bib@dst.dk
:: dk/bibliotek

Tel. (49) 1888 644 94 27/28

Fax (49) 1888-644 94 30

E-Mail: datashop@destatis.de
URL:http://www.eu-datashop.de/

Tel. (34) 91583 91 67

Fax (34) 915797120

E-mail: datashop.eurostat@ine.es
URL: http://www.datashop.org/

Tél. (33) 15317 88 44
Fax (33) 15317 88 22
E-mail: datashop@insee.fr

Tel. (39) 06 46 73 31 02/06
Fax (39) 06 46 73 31 01/07
E-mail: dipdiff@istat.it

ITALIA - Milano LUXEMBOURG NEDERLAND NORGE PORTUGAL SCHWEIZ/SUISSE/SVIZZERA
ISTAT Eurostat Data Shop Luxembourg STATISTICS NETHERLANDS Statistics Norway Eurostat Data Shop Lisboa Statistisches Amt des Kantons
Ufficio Regionale per la Lombardia  BP 1471 Eurostat Data Shop-Voorburg Library and Information Centre INE/Servigo de Difusdo Ziirich, Eurostat Data Shop
Eurostat Data Shop 46A, avenue J.F. Kennedy Postbus 4000 Eurostat Data Shop Av. Anténio José de Almeida, 2 Bleicherweg 5
Via Fieno 3 L-1014 LUXEMBOURG 2270 JM VOORBURG Kongens gate 6 P-1000-043 LISBOA CH-8090 Ziirich
1-20123 MILANO Tél. (352) 43 35-2251 Nederland Boks 8131 Dep. Tel. (351) 21 842 61 00 Tel. (41-1) 2251212

Tel. (39) 02 80 61 32 460
Fax (39) 02 80 61 32 304
E-mail: mileuro@tin.it

Fax (352) 43 35-22221
E-mail: dslux@eurostat.datashop.lu
URL: http://www.datashop.org/

Tel. (31-70) 337 49 00
Fax (31-70) 337 59 84
E-mail: datashop@cbs.nl

N-0033 OSLO

Tel. (47) 21 09 46 42/43
Fax (47) 21 09 45 04
E-mail: Datashop@ssb.no

SUOMI/FINLAND SVERIGE UNITED KINGDOM UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
STATISTICS FINLAND STATISTICS SWEDEN Eurostat Data Shop HAVER ANALYTICS
Eurostat Data Shop Helsinki Information service Office for National Statistics Eurostat Data Shop
Tilastokirjasto Eurostat Data Shop Room 1.015 60 East 42nd Street
FF’ILNZgOO 22 Tiastokesk Karlavéigen 100 - Box 24 300 Cardiff Road Suite 3310
Tybpelakatu 12 B, 2 Kerros, Helsinki §-104 51 STOCKHOLM Newport South Wales NP10 8XG NEW YORK, NY 10165
Tfn (46-8) 50 69 48 01 United Kingdom USA

P. (358-9) 17 34 22 21

F.(358-9) 1734 2279

Sahkoposti: datashop@stat.fi

URL: http://www.tilastokeskus.fi/tk/kk/datashop/

Fax (46-8) 50 69 48 99

E-post: infoservice@scb.se
Internet:http://www.scb.sefinfo/datasho
pleudatashop.asp

Media Support Eurostat (for professional journalists only):
Bech Building Office A3/48 « L-2920 Luxembourg ¢ Tel. (352) 4301 33408 « Fax (352) 4301 32649 « e-mail: eurostat-mediasupport@cec.eu.int

Tel. (44-1633) 81 33 69
Fax (44-1633) 81 33 33
E-mail: eurostat.datashop@ons.gov.uk

Tel. (1-212) 986 93 00
Fax (1-212) 986 69 81
E-mail: eurodata@haver.com

Fax (351) 21 84263 64
E-mail: data.shop@ine.pt

Fax (41-1) 2251299
E-mail: datashop@statistik.zh.ch
Internet: http://www.statistik.zh.ch
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E-mail: david.thorogood@cec.eu.int
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